
I	STUCK	IN	MY	THUMB	AND	PULLED	OUT	A…… 
by	Bill	Severn 

I’ve	been	a	member	of	the	Model	T	Ford	of	
America	for	a	long	time.		I	found	a	couple	
of	Vintage	Ford	magazines	in	a	Used	Book	
Store	in	Topeka,	Kansas	back	in	1974.		One	
had	a	membership	application	inside,	so	I	
Jilled	it	out	and	joined.		That	was	sometime	
in	late	1974.		I	collected	the	magazines	
because	they	were	such	a	great	reference,	
and	you’ve	got	to	understand,	there	was	no	
Internet	back	then.		No	cell	phones	either;	I	
think	we	used	smoke	signals.		When	I	
moved	to	Houston	in	1975	the	collection	of	
books	came	with	me.		I	continued	to	collect	
the	books	until	I	moved	to	Saudi	Arabia	in	
1985.		The	books	I	had	went	into	storage	
and	the	new	books	from	MTFCA	were	
delivered	to	my	parents.	

As	we	were	returning	from	Saudi	Arabia	in	
1989,	we	found	that	everything	that	had	
been	in	storage	had	been	stolen,	books	and	
all.			My	parents	had	the	1985	and	later	
books,	but	all	the	earlier	were	gone.		I	
continued	to	receive	books	up	until	I		

moved	back	to	Houston	in	1999.		Now	back	
with	The	Space	City	T’s,	I	decided	to	try	to	
replace	the	missing	books.		I	set	my	sights	
on	having	a	complete	collection.		I	
accumulate	a	few	books	here	and	a	few	
books	there,	but	no	really	early	editions.		

Back	in	Houston,	I	worked	as	a	Flight	Crew	
Instructor	for	Continental	Airlines.		This	
job	required	that	I	periodically	Jly	on	the	
cockpit	jump-seat	to	observe	crew	actions	
and	procedures.		This	Jlying	on	the	jump-
seat	came	into	play	when	a	box	of	early	
Vintage	Ford	books	came	available	in	the	
Los	Angeles	area.		The	price	was	right,	so	I	
called	and	told	the	seller	I’m	coming	from	
Houston	to	buy	the	books.			

I	got	the	jump-seat	on	a	Jlight	the	next	
morning.		When	I	arrived,	I	called	to	touch	
base	with	the	seller.		He	said	he	had	the	
box	of	books	but	had	sold	the	earlier	
editions	to	someone	else.		Wow	was	I	let	
down.		He	said	he	would	bring	the	box	to	
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the	LA	airport,	so	a	few	minutes	later;	I	
had	a	cardboard	box	of	books.		I	
transferred	the	books	to	an	overnight	bag	I	
had	brought	along.		They	were	earlier	
editions,	books	that	I	did	not	have,	but	I	
was	disappointed	about	his	sale	to	
someone	else.			

Off	I	went	to	the	gate	to	await	my	return	
Jlight.		Sitting	there	
bored,	I	thought	I	
would	take	out	a	
book	to	read.		I	
reached	down	into	
the	overnight	bag,	
grabbed	a	book	and	
pulled	it	out.		It	
looked	quite	early,	
having	the	black	
border	at	the	
bottom	of	the	cover.	
The	price	on	the	
cover	said	one	
dollar	and	the	
picture	on	the	cover	
showed	a	family	
having	their	picture	
taken	in	their	Model	
T.		Very	curious	by	
now,	I	looked	at	the	
Volume,	Number	
and	Date.		

Holy	Cow,	it	is	
Volume	1,	Number	1	
dated	March	–	April	
1966.		It’s	the	Holy	
Grail	of	Vintage	
Ford	magazines,	the	
very	Jirst	magazine.		
Whoever	the	seller	
sold	the	early	books	
to	had	missed	this	

one.		Their	bad,	my	good!			

Over	the	years	I	have	continued	to	collect	
Vintage	Ford	Magazines	and	now	have	a	
complete	collection.		Of	course,	now	for	a	
few	bucks	you	can	get	the	entire	collection	
on	a	couple	of	CD’s.			

Where	is	the	justice?		
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A	REAL	BARN	FIND!	
by	Jim	Davis	

My	new	ride	is	a	1923/26	Open	Express	
from	Risk	Rice	in	Gainesboro,	Tennessee	
and	delivered	by	Bill	Squires	of	Bill's	Auto	
Works	on	schedule.		It	has	a	home	built	
wood	bed	and	it’s	called	a	"BITSA".		A	
Model	T	slang	term	used	to	indicate	the	car	
is	not	factory	original	but	built	from	
available	parts.		In	my	case,	the	Open	
Express	is	stock	more	or	less	just	not	all	
parts	are	from	the	same	year	or	model	and	
has	some	original	period	accessories.	

It	has	a	1922	engine,	a	1926	hogshead	and	
large	drum	
26ish	rear	
brakes.		The	
front	hood	
and	cowling	
seem	to	be	
about	a	1918	
to	1923.		It	
had	a	
roadster	or	

touring	body	that	someone	cut	off	at	the	
front	door	jams,	and	installed	the	home	
made	wood	bed	patterned	after	wood	beds	
of	the	period	with	out	splash	guards.		

It’s	basically	original	like	Henry	built	it,	
with	four	buzzer	coils,	working	magneto,	
no	water	pump,	6	volt	battery	with	

standard	generator,	cutout	and	starter.		It	
also	has	kerosene	cowl	lights	and	a	spot	
light.		I	added	a	kerosene	tail	light	and	
license	plate	bracket	on	the	rear	of	the	
truck	for	show.		It	has	the	ofJicial	license	
plate	with	electric	tail	light	mounted	under	
the	rear	of	the	truck.		It	came	with	original	
1917	accessory	turn	signals	and	stop	lights	
from	Diamond	Signal	Co	with	an	original	
turn	signal	Joy	Stick	type	control	which	
mounts	to	the	steering	column	that	needs	
to	be	reinstalled.		

I	ordered	a	gag	license	plate	for	the	front	of	
the	truck:	“Clampett”	Bug	Tussle,	
Tennessee.		This	is	a	take	off	on	the	
1962-1971	TV	series	the	Beverly	
Hillbilly’s.		Now	all	I	need	are	a	couple	of	
small	wood	whiskey	barrels	and	a	wood	
rocker	for	Granny.		I	have	the	12	gauge!		
There	are	a	few	issues	to	deal	with	which	
is	SOP	on	an	almost	100	year	old	Model	T.
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FLIVVER	FLASH	INPUTS	NEEDED	

Do	you	have	something	to	share?		A	barn	
find,	funny	or	not	so	funny	Model	T	stories?		
Tour	photos,	or	ar<cles	about	Model	T’s?		
Your	Model	T	acquisi<on	stories,	restora<on	
photos	or	swap	meet	finds?		A	special	interest	
ar<cle?	

Please	email	ads,	ar9cles,	photos,	stories,	
etc.	etc.	to:	topkick7@outlook.com	

mailto:topkick7@outlook.com
mailto:topkick7@outlook.com
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MTFCI
P.O. Box 355
Hudson, NC 28638-0355
B2B-728-57s8

Visit us online ot
www.modelt.org

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

First name:Last name:

Spouse name:

Address:

City: State: zip:

Province (if otherthan U.S.):

Country (if other than U.S.):

E-mail:

Occupation:

Home phone: Mobile phone (optional):

MTFCI membership number (for renewals)

Are you a member of a local chapter? _

List up to four ModelT's that you own:

Car 1:

lf yes, which one(s)?

Car 3:

Car 2: Car 4:

Membership roster:
Membership information is normally included on a club roster which is never sold/used for non-club purposes. You may request that
your information not be included in the printed roster by answering yes or no below:

lnclude my information in the club roster: yes_ no _
One year, individual or family membership dues, (t2-month rolling):
. U.5.: 540.00. Canada: 545.00. All other countries: 550.00. All memberships payable in U.S. funds on a U.S. bank only.. lndividual Life Membership: $700.00 U.S. / 5800.00 Foreign

To pay by check make check piyable to MTFCI and mail with application to:
IVITFCI, P.O. Box 355, Hudson, NC 28638-0355

To pay by credit c.ard: complete the information below, visit www.modelt.org
and pay by Authorize.net, or call828-728-5758.

Please charge my card for this amount:

Cardtype: MasterCard VISA: _ Discover:

Card number:

Expiration date:

Signature:
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Offer expires December 3t,2Ot6
Sponsoring member #:



2019 Dues Are Due 
Remember, the deadline for dues payment is March 15, 2019. At that time the roster will be compiled 
according to those paid. Dues are still $25.00 per year. Please print out this page, fill out the form below 

with your most recent information, and make your check payable to Space City T’s.
Please mail your dues to the 2019 Treasurer at: 

Jerry Smith 
13723 Llano Lake Court 
Houston, Texas 77059 

NOTE: Dues are not tax deductible. To do so will jeopardize our club’s 501c non-profit status with the IRS 

SPACE	CITY	T’s	MEMBER	ENROLLMENT	
Model	T	Ford	Club	of	America	membership	#	if	Applicable	______________	

Model	T	Ford	Club	InternaDonal	membership	#	if	Applicable	____________

DATE	_______________	CHECK	#	__________	AMOUNT	$	_______________		

Name:	________________________________Spouse	__________________		

Minor	Children	(under	age	18)	_____________________________________	

Address:	_______________________________________________________  
City:	____________________________	State:	______		Zip:	______________  
Home	Phone:	________________	Work:	____________________________  
Cell:	________________________	Cell:	____________________________		

E-Mail	address:	_________________________________________________	

OccupaKon:	____________________________________________________	

Model	T’s	Owned:	
______________________________________________________________	
______________________________________________________________	
______________________________________________________________	
Space	City	T’s	of	Houston	Bylaws,	Ar9cle	VI,	Sec9on	4:	Dues	for	members	admiBed	to	membership	
between	July	1	and	December	31	shall	pay	(1/2)	of	the	annual	dues.	($12.50	for	the	given	year,	$25.00	
per	year	there-	aRer)	
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Only in Schulenburg, Texas
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The	Flivver	Flash	is	published	by	the	Space	City	T’s	chapter	of	the	
Model	T	Ford	Club	of	America	in	Houston,	Texas	twelve	<mes	per	
year.		This	newsleHer	is	produced	for	the	educa<on	and	enjoyment	
of	members	and	those	expressing	interest	in	joining	the	Space	City	
T’s.		Said	educa<on	and	enjoyment	is	as	it	pertains	to	the	Model	T	
Ford	automobile.		The	Flash	is	also	shared	with	other	an<que	auto	
clubs.		Other	clubs	may	use	ar<cles	from	this	publica<on	with	
credit	to	this	newsleHer	or	the	original	source.		News,	ar<cles,	ads	
or	anything	of	interest	to	the	club	must	be	submiHed	to	the	editor	
by	the	20th	of	the	month	preceding	the	month	of	publica<on.		
Emailing	takes	place	the	last	week	of	the	month.		Annual	dues	are	
$25	per	year.	

2019	Space	City	Club	Officers	and	Board	Members	
President		 Dave	Lucas	 	 281-388-0761	
Vice	President	 Rick	McCracken	 	 281-351-0701	
Secretary		 Rosemarie	Stokley	 	 281-574-7850	
Treasurer		 Jerry	Smith	 	 281-461-9906	
Board	Member	 Broderick	Thompson	 713-269-3820	
Board	Member	 Bobby	Wright	 	 409-771-5548	
Board	Member	 Bill	Severn	 	 936-273-3592	

THE	FLIVVER	FLASH	
Anthony	J.	Marino	
302	Torrey	Court	
League	City,	TX	77573	
281-482-4156	

	 email:		modelt@spacecityts.org	

Calendar	of	Events	
Dec	2		 SCT	Christmas	Dinner	
	 	 Chris9e’s	Seafood	&	Steaks	
	 	 6029	Westheimer	Rd.	
	 	 Houston,	TX	77057	
Dec	 	 NO	Mee9ng	in	December	
Jan	9	 	 SCT	Mee9ng	(audit	prior)	
Feb	13	 SCT	Mee9ng	
Mar	13	 SCT	Mee9ng	
Mar	29	 Robison	Elementary		 	
	 	 Inventors	Day	
Apr	10	 SCT	Mee9ng	
May	8		 SCT	Mee9ng	
Jun	12	 SCT	Mee9ng	
Jul	10		 SCT	Mee9ng

The	Space	City	T’s	Club	is	the	Houston,	Texas	chapter	of	the	Model	T	Ford	
Club	of	America.		All	ques<ons	concerning	membership,	The	Vintage	Ford	
magazine,	the	MTFCA	library,	chapter	insurance,	purchase	of	manuals,	
back	magazine	issues,	or	store	items	can	be	directed	to	the	following:	

Model	T	Ford	Club	of	America	
309	N.	8th	Street,	PO	BOX	996	
Richmond,	IN	47375-0996	
Phone:	765-855-5248	

Email:	susan@maca.com	

$40	annual	dues	includes	six	issues	of	the	Vintage	Ford	

Join	MTFCA	at:		www.maca.comFor Sale: 1926 Model T 
Fordor 

Very solid car, Ross Lilleker 
engine with Z head & about 
1000 miles, runs good, 5 
new tires, new coils, new 
top, top wood & carpets. 
Good paint, good interior, 6 
volt, spare wheel, low head 
& other misc. parts.  $14000 
negotiable Chuck Sportsman 
903-203-9292 or 
903-833-5572 
csportsman@msn.com  
This ad expires January 2019

2018	Space	City	T’s	Christmas	Dinner		

SUNDAY	DECEMBER	2,	2018		

CHRISTIES	SEAFOOD	RESTAURANT	5:00pm	
 

Please	RSVP	for	a	head	count	to	Dave	Lucas	at	
daverlucas@yahoo.com	or	(713)	299-3059		

Men	should	bring	a	man’s	gie	and	women	bring	a	
woman’s	gie	with	a	value	of	$20.		

You	may	also	bring	a	new	Toys	for	Tots	gie	as	an	
op<on	if	anyone	wishes	to	bring	one.

mailto:modelt@spacecityts.org
mailto:susan@mtfca.com
http://www.mtfca.com
mailto:csportsman@msn.com
mailto:daverlucas@yahoo.com
mailto:susan@mtfca.com
http://www.mtfca.com
mailto:modelt@spacecityts.org
mailto:csportsman@msn.com
mailto:daverlucas@yahoo.com


 

 
Dine with Friends at 

Demeris BBQ at 6:00 P.M. 

located at  

1702 West Loop North, 

Suite A, Houston, TX 77008 

Then attend the 
Space City T’s Meeting at 7:30 P.M. 

  
Place:                                 

Lazy Brook Baptist Church 
   1822 West 18th Street in the 

Heights	
Website:	www.spacecityts.org	

Email:	modelt@spacecityts.org	

Directions to Demeris BBQ 
From the east or west on I-10 or the south side of downtown, take the I-610 West 
Loop North and get off at the 18th Street Exit.  Demeris BBQ will be immediately 
on the right after Houston Garden Nursery. 
  
From the west on Highway 290, exit at Mangum and turn right to 18th Street. At 
18th, turn left, cross under West Loop and turn into the Whataburger parking lot on 
the right.  Proceed to Demeris BBQ after the Whataburger. 
  
From the north on I-45, take the 610 North Loop West around to the I-610 West 
Loop South to the Hempstead Highway exit.  Make a U-turn under I-610 and 
proceed north on the frontage road to just before 18th Street, Demeris BBQ will be 
on your right after Houston Garden Center. 

Space	City	T’s	of	Houston	
Anthony	J.	Marino	
302	Torrey	Court	
League	City,	Texas	77573	

First Class Mail

Next Meeting 
No December Meeting 
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