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The Highland Park Ford Park - New Years Day 1910

By Debbie Houck

Last month | mentioned it was on a Christ- 1914, and eventually building another Model T
mas Eve, 1893 to be exact, that Henry Ford, with  every 24 seconds. http://corporate.ford.com/
wife Clara assisting, experimented with his first innovation/100-years-moving-assembly-line.html
gasoline engine at the kitchen sink. Another pivot- ‘ '
al event occurred in Ford history on New Year’s
Day of 1910. This was the day that Henry Ford be-
gan producing Model T’s at the Highland Park Ford
Plant in Highland Park, Michigan, the second pro-
duction facility for the Model T. While the Piquette ir
Avenue Plant built in 1904 in Detroit was the birth- |
place of the Model T, it outgrew its capacity in a
relatively short number of years (see the October
2016 issue of the Flivver Flash). The Highland Park
Ford Plant was designed by industrial architect Al-
bert Kahn and was the world’s largest manufactur- :
ing facility at the time, which included offices, fac- Ford Motor Company Highland Park Plant, 1914

tories and a power plant. https://www.thehenryford.org/artifact/139493/
The nghland Park Ford Plant was also the Because the plant was so |arge in size, by
first automobile production facility to utilize a 1919 it took nine Ford-designed hybrid gas/steam

moving assembly line in 1913. This manufacturing engines to generate the electricity needed for the
process enabled assembly of the Model T’s 3000 assembly lines and its machinery. “By 1926 the
parts by performing 84 different procedures with  engines were rendered obsolete when electricity

groupings of workers, reducing the time to create  was fed from the power plant at Ford's River
one automobile from 12 hours to 90 minutes by
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Rouge plant ten miles away.” https:// work, but subject themselves to qualifications even
www.thehenryford.org/artifact/167313/. You can more intrusive than today’s background checks.

view one of these engines at The Henry Ford com- https://www.thehenryford.org/artifact/35765/
plex in Dearborn, Michigan still today.

The Ford Sociological Department was creat-
ed “to ensure that employees, many of whom were
non-English speaking immigrants, did not squander
their $5 per day wages. Investigators monitored the
personal and work lives of employees (this included
conducting home visits, verifying bank deposits and
monitoring children’s school attendance). In addi-
tion, the Department provided hygiene instruction,
~ financial and legal advice, and an English school.”
~ https://www.thehenryford.org/artifact/361363/ .

The Ford English School was founded in 1914
to teach the language to the immigrant labor force,
instructed by fellow co-workers that volunteered
their time. When the school began, it had one in-
| structor and 20 students, but had grown to nearly

4 150 instructors and over 2,200 students, attending
before or after their shifts, by 1916. https://
P www.thehenryford.org/artifact/151364/. The lan-
guage training provided more than just a functional
vocabulary to help integrate the foreign workers into
American society, but also helped with safety in the
workplace through a common language. In addition,

basic citizenship training including American geogra-
~ phy and other civics lessons were provided to so
many immigrants to the extent that “the US Natural-
ization Service counted graduation from the Ford
English School as meeting most of the requirements
needed to take the citizenship exam.” https://
Gas-Steam Engine, 1916, Used to Generate www.thehenryford.org/artifact/254569/
Electricity at Highland Park Plant

The Henry Ford Trade School (1916-1952),
adjacent to the plant, was established to teach prac-
tical skills in addition to academic classes. Teenage
boys learned skilled trades such as machining, met-
Model T, lessening the price from $850 to under allurgy, drafting, and engine design. https://
$300, the wor.kers were not as enamored with the www.thehenryford.org/artifact/373433/. During
process, creating a labor turnover r'?wte of 380 per- World War Il, the school served as a training center
cent by late 1913. Ford announced in January of with skilled tradesmen instructing military machin-
1914 that it would pay its workers 55 for an eight ists and female factory workers, although women

hour day instead of the previous $2.34 for a nine were employed early on at the Highland Park Plant
hour day. Although the pace .of.the relentless factory in the coil-manufacturing department assembling
work became no easier, at this increased wage, the magnetos

workers were willing to not only put up with the

While the assembly line’s division of labor
reduced both time and money spent to build the
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The last Model T drove off the assembly line
of the Highland Park Plant on May 26, 1927. Auto-
mobile production moved to the River Rouge plant
in Dearborn, Michigan, where production of the
Model A began in 1928.

Henry Ford and Edsel Ford in the Fifteen
Millionth Ford Car at the Highland Park

Plant, 1927.

“On May 26, 1927, when Edsel Ford drove
the last Model T off the line at the Highland Park
Plant, his father's face betrayed conflicting emo-
tions. Henry's Model T had changed the world, but
its day was over. How did he follow a legend? Some

two months later Ford summed up his challenge,
‘Sixty-four today and the biggest job of my life
ahead’."
https://www.thehenryford.org/artifact/365315/

The Highland Park Plant continued automotive trim
manufacturing and tractor assembly, and even as-
sembled M4A3 Ford-built Sherman tanks from 1942-
1943 during WWII. Although it became a National
Historic Landmark in 1978, the plant once referred
to as the “Crystal Palace”, for its large, multi-pane
glass windows creating abundant natural light, is
not open to the public and today is in serious disre-
pair. Sadly, author Michael Rose said it best in an
article “if you didn’t know what you were looking for
you’d probably drive by the Model-T Plaza that abuts
the crumbling, former administration building with
broken windows on Woodward Avenue and not be
able to imagine this forlorn site teeming with over
25,000 employees.” That is the experience we (Tony
Marino, Bobby and Rebecca Wright, and myself)
shared in September of 2016 to “come to pay hom-
age to the site that gave birth to modern manufac-
turing and the rise of the American middle class.”
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-rose/100-
years-later-rememberi b 408613.html I'd love to
see it become a public museum like was done with
the Piquette Plant, but time and money will only tell.

Google maps image captured October 2015
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The Model T Ford Club of America is the wordd's

, ign up online at our website or fill out and mail us this foerm.
largest club of Model T owners and enthusiasts, e

Membership extends to immediate Tamily memibers, ins uding
You donot have to own a T to join in the fund spiieses and children (under 1) living in the same househokd.

Name

hoaanded in 1965, to@emer we sharne 8 PEsson 10 presens

and promote the Model T Foml for future generations by ke Farmly Members” Hames

educating peopde in its history, lore and maintenance. We Address
have members in all 50 states and 41 foreign countries,
City Staie
with more than 130 chapiers that provide local actiities
and fellowship for Model T enthuestasts, Poatal Code Couniry
P,
Member Benefits Include:
Email

= Subscription to The Vintage Fond -
An award-winning magazine filled
with information on all aspects of
the hobby resounces for Model T
parts, repair and maintenance

ANNUAL DUES" : Oneyear membership is $40in U5, $50 in Canada
and $56 in &l other countries (incudes B isswes of The Mnage Ford
miagarine]. Life members hip i $700 in US, $850 other countries.

indo, lists of towrs, Swap meaets and avents, plus lots of To change your meambership, Till in the information Debow or join
photosand articles for and about Model T enthusiasts. oniline at www.mitfea. com.
* Free Museum Admission - Membership includes Tree Credit Card #
entry to e MTFCA Model T museum and acoess to the VISA « MasterCand « Discover (cincle one)
musenm library for members and their immediate Tamily Expiration Date -:':.'u.-'l.-'-:aae
jLae 3 cliges. o backe of caed)
Signatune |reguinsd)

= [Free Classified Ads in The Vintage Rord {non-comimencial

ads ) up to fifty words each.
Make checls of money orders payable in LS. dollars and send ba:

« Events & Tours - Your entire family will enjoy reliving the e

days of the Model T at national, regional or chapier Ll o

events and tours. Participants ofien dress in peniod Richmond, IN 473750996 USA

dloMhes. National events can attract 100+ Model Ts {from o

periectly-restored, show guality i right of the famm). | | Chechk this box if you are renewing your membership.

=Membarshiip duss ane sulyed to changa,

Annual Mesting - Hald sary in the
year, owr Annual Meeting gives memt
ters the chance to gat togethes, visit
and leam. Activities include awards,
educational seminars, cub business,
entertsinment and socal avents.

THE MODEL T FORD CLUB OF AMERICA
PO, Box 956 - Richmond, IN 4737 50006
Phone: TE5-855-5248 - Fax: 765-855-3428
wwnw.mitfca, com
The Model T Fosd Cluls of Arserica i a S01{2)3 nonpofit onganizstion
Mot affiiated with Ford Motor Co.
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MTFCI o r
B esa0me jﬁ%ﬂ 1 Jird Gbus,  roewomivea

ERE-TIR-5TSE Internabcmal 1nc. wwrw.madalt.arg
MEMEBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Lag riami: S — - Artrame S —_—
Spouse name: S -
] - — — - -
Ciy: - - Stetee Il

Frov'mi [ other than 15 ):_

Cauniry (Fotherthan U&SE _

E-mraadk

Carupaton: - - - _— _—

Homaphone: - Meblkphonefopfonaly __ _
BATFC] mram barsh i num bar fRor rensrwta B

Ereyiua memberol s boalchapie? — liyes, which orsss? _

Lisk o s r e it | T 5 d it e v e

" i H _ _ _ aard: - -
iar 3 _ _ _ Carde _ o
i M Dersblo o

Kembersiip nform aton B ror mal b mcded an 3 Dol rastar wohl chi's nsiver 30k Susssd for non- club pa rpeos e, Yol e resg uset het
your Infor maton nok ba Inchuds d In the prinksd roster By arewarng vas of ra bekow:

inciuda my Information in the dubrosar: yes om0 N
Cna wear, Indhe ldual of famlly riembseship duss, (1 2-month ralling b Mim}ﬂmr

| Canac: 4500 opportumty to receive
: Al membarships payable In US. fundson a U.5 bank only | of membership!

Irvid bk L I omvbsa rehps 5 000D LS, SER0L00 Fo redgn
Simplygiva 3 MTFC mamibsrship
1o somesna By submiktneg am
appliction and paymantior
thiam o Favs £hsm el rarcs your

Topay by chack maks dhed pavabd b TR and mall with appliction ta:
KUTFCL ROL B 2555, Hudson, RC BRI E-(ESE

T pay by crediteanc complrts the Imkormatkin ba ke, visk wass modetiong
ared Py b Bartheorioa reard, arcall B2-7 08-S 75

|
[
Al other countres: 55000 I a FREE year
|
|
|

membarship numbsar below when
I they submittheirown applctioniand

Flane chasge me ard S thsamoan: I Py menk. oL must giva oF Spordor
Conif e MasterCard VISA: Docever: Pz 2 e membarships inander bo

- - - | raceiva yourrea yaar.
CGrdnumbar: — — | Offeraxpires Decamber 31, 2006
Bplnton daie: _ _ I Sponsofing memders
5 b N _ _ —

B gl | 004
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Dues Are Due

Remember, the deadline for dues payment is March 15. At that time the roster will be compiled according to those
paid. Dues are still $25.00 per year. Please print out this page, fill out the form below with your most recent infor-

mation, and make your check payable to Space City T’s.

Please mail your dues to the Treasurer at:

Anthony J. Marino
302 Torrey Court
League City, Texas 77573

NOTE: Dues are not tax deductible. To do so will jeopardize our club’s 501¢ non-profit status with the IRS

SPACE CITY T's MEMBER ENROLLMENT

Model T Ford Club of America membership # if Applicable

Model T Ford Club International membership # if Applicable

DATE CHECK # AMOUNT $

Name: Spouse

Minor Children (under age 18)

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Home Phone: Work:

Cell: Cell:

E-Mail address:

Occupation:

Model T’s Owned:

Space City T’s of Houston Bylaws, Article VI, Section 4: Dues for members admitted to membership between
July 1 and December 31 shall pay (1/2) of the annual dues. (512.50 for the given year, 525.00 per year there-

after)
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Club Information & Classified Ads

For Sale: 1915
Model T
Touring -
Hand crank start

only. Starts, e
runs, and stops as &
should. Roll up
rear top. $15000

Call or text Bobby Wright at 409-771-5548
or email at bcw54800@gmail.com

Some of you may remember my dad, Ralph Reeder
and Performance T Parts. My dad had gathered a
large collection of parts some of which I have sold
since he died in April of 2009. I still have a lot of
miscellaneous parts that I hate to see sit with me and
deteriorate. There are rear ends, engine parts, hogs-
heads, magneto rings and lots of small parts. Some
of the inventory of Performance T Parts is still intact
and includes quite a few restoration parts, distribu-
tors, camshafts (both reground and cores), alterna-
tors, the virtually indestructible belts he made in
various lengths, gasket sets and a few new alumi-
num heads and a couple that have been run. There
are several lights, carburetors and lots of other stuff.
I have one complete engine and the chassis and
some sheet metal from a TT truck. The Performance
T Parts trailer is still sitting in my driveway and is
full of miscellaneous parts. I still have the under-
slung 27 Roadster he and I built as well. It has been
sitting under cover for 8 or 9 years and I might con-
sider selling it. I would like to sell everything in one
lot and will make a good deal if any of your mem-
bers might have interest or pass my phone number
along to anyone who might.

Thanks, Bubba Reeder 281-507-3713

Seven (7) USED 30 x 3
1/2” tires for sale
Wards Riverside, Uni-
versal etc. $30 to $40
each depending on
wear.

Two (2) used Kelsey
rims, eight (8) square
clamps and eight (8)
lug nuts; $200.

ANTIQUE AUTO
_ OR BEST OFFER _ MODEL A & MODEL T SPECIALIST
Anthony 281-482-4156
topkick7 @outlook.com

in League City, Texas

ROSS LILLEKER

979.218.49083
WWW.MRMODELT.COM

Flivver Flash Inputs Needed

Do You Have Something to Share? A Barn

find, Funny and not so Funny Model T sto-
ries? Tour Photos, or articles about Model
T’s? Your Model T acquisition stories, Res-
toration Photos or Swap meet finds? A spe

cial interest article?

Please send ads, articles, photos, etc.
for our Flivver Flash news letter to:
topkick7 @outlook.com

For Sale: 1924 Model T Touring Lots of extras such
as a floating rear wheel bearing, high speed Ruckstell, Rocky
Mountain brakes with Kevlar linings, ball-bearing 4th main,
Kevlar transmission bands and clutch disk. The engine was
built with special updates. High compression head, aluminum
pistons, stainless steel valves, hardened exhaust valve seat in-
serts, adjustable valve lifters, tour cam, modern spark plugs,

alternator, modern carb and air filter. 12 volt system and signal
lights. Asking $13,000. Contact: Robert Kirk 281-332-1701

The Space City T's Club is the Houston, Texas Chapter of The
Model T Ford Club of America. All questions concerning mem-
bership in the Model T Ford Club of America, The Vintage Ford
magazine, MTFCA Library, Chapter Insurance, purchase of
manuals, back magazine issues or store items can be directed
to the following:

Model T Ford Club of America
309 N. 8th Street, PO Box 996

Richmond, IN 47375-0996
Phone: 765-855-5248

E-mail: susan@mtfca.com

$40 Annual dues includes six issues of The Vintage Ford

Join MTFCA at: http://www.mtfca.com/
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Dine with ¥ Friends at
Demeris BBQ at 6:00 P.M.

located at 1702 West Loop North,
Suite A, Houston, TX 77008

Whataburger

1q pojjes

Demeris Barbecue
Longtime outfit for
hickory-smoked meats

Haverhill D

AOHO06Z'S
g

lorthwest Mall & “ Tannpehill Dr

Then attend the °
Space City T’s Meeting at 7:30 P.M.

Houston Garden Center &

Directions to Demeris BBQ

NOTICE: FM 290 CONSTRUCTION DETOURS

If construction allows, from the east or west on I-10 or the south side of
downtown, take the I-610 West Loop North and get off at the 18th Street
Exit.. Demeris BBQ will be immediately on the right after Houston Gar-
den Nursery.

Place:
Lazy Brook Baptist Church
1822 West 18th Street in the Heights

If construction allows, from the west on Highway 290, exit at Mangum
and turn right to 18th Street. At 18th, turn left, cross under West Loop and
turn into the Whataburger parking lot on the right.. Proceed to Demeris
BBQ after the WhataBurger.

The Flivver Flash is published by the Space City T’s chapter of
The Model T Ford Club of America in Houston, Texas twelve
times per year. This newsletter is produced for the education,
edification and enjoyment of members and those expressing
interest in joining the Space City T’s. Said education, edification
and enjoyment is as it pertains to the Model T Ford automobile.
The Flash is also shared with other antique auto clubs. Other clubs
may feel free to use articles from this publication with credit to this
newsletter or the original source. News,
articles, ads or anything of interest to
club for publication must be submitted to

If construction allows, from the north on 1-45, take the 610 North Loop
West around to the 1-610 West Loop South to the Hempstead Highway
exit.. Make a U-turn under [-610 and proceed north on the frontage road
to just before 18th Street, Demeris BBQ will be on your right after Hou-
ston Garden Center.

the editor by the deadline of the 20th of
month preceding the month of
publication. Emailing takes place the last
week of the month. Annual dues are

Calendar of Events

. N .
$25.00 per year, Jan 11 Space City T’s Meeting
Space City Club Officers and Board Members Feb 8 Space Clty Ts Meeting
President RoseMarie Stokley (281) 574-7850
Vice President Luke Cordes (713) 449-9129 Mar 8 Space City T’S Meeting
Secretaryl Rick McCracken  (281) 351-0701
Secretary?2 Dave Lucas (281) 388-0761 Apr 12 Space City T’S Meeting
Treasurer Anthony J. Marino (281) 482-4156
Board Member Bobby Wright (409) 771-5548 May 10 Space City T,S Meeting
Board Member Nancy Carter (281) 931-8268
Board Member Bill Severn (936) 273-3592 Jlln 14 Space City T’S Meeting
. N .
The FLIVVER FLASH Jul 12 Space City T’s Meeting
Anthony J. Marino Aug 9 Space City T’s Meeting
302 Torrey Court . .
League City, Texas 77573 Sep 13 Space City T’s Meeting
(281) 482-4156
email: ModelT@spacecityts.org Sep 27-30 2017 Texas T Party
web site: http://www.spacecityts.org/wp/ Nov 8 Space City T’s Meeting



mailto:ModelT@spacecityts.org
http://www.spacecityts.org/wp/

