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A Chapter of The Model T Ford Club of America 

Volume 36  Issue 7 

Fords crepitant primum, sed ipsi crepitant longissimae 

National  

Hammock Day 

July 22 



The Flivver Flash is published by the Space City T’s chapter of The 

Model T Ford Club of America in Houston, Texas twelve times per 

year.  This newsletter is produced for the education, edification and 
enjoyment of members and those expressing interest in joining the 

Space City T’s  Said education, edification and enjoyment is as it 

pertains to the Model T Ford automobile.  The Flash is also shared 
with other antique auto clubs.  Other clubs may feel free to use articles 

from this publication with credit to this newsletter or the original 

source.  News, articles, ads or anything of interest to club for 
publication must be submitted to the editor by the deadline of the 20th 

of month preceding the month of publication.  Printing takes place the 

last week of the month.  Annual dues are $25.00 per  year. 
  

Space City Club Officers and Board Members 
 

President   Rick McCracken    (281) 726-5695 

Vice President  Broderick Thompson (713) 269-3820 

Secretary   Stan Hoekstra    (281) 858-5577 

Treasurer  Dave Lucas    (281) 388-0761 

Board Member  David Carter    (281) 931-8268 

Board Member Denny Irvine    (936) 856-2929 

Board Member  Ted Adcock    (281) 586-8180 
   

The FLIVVER FLASH 
Editor: Stan Hoekstra 

19427 Bear Springs Drive 
Katy, Texas 77449 

(281) 858-5577 

email:  stanhoekstra@att.net 
http://spacecityts.org/ 

Webmeister: Doug Brough 

 

  

The Space City T’s Club is the Houston, Texas Chapter of The 

Model T Ford Club of America.  All questions concerning mem-
bership in the Model T Ford Club of America, The Vintage Ford 

magazine, MTFCA Library, Chapter Insurance, purchase of 

manuals, back issues or store items can be 
directed to the following address: 

Model T Ford Club of America 

119 West Main Street, PO Box 126 
Centerville, Indiana 47330 

Phone: 765.855.5248    

Fax: 765.855.3428    
E-mail: jay@mtfca.com 

Annual dues (includes six issues of  The Vintage Ford) 

U.S.  $35.00 
Foreign $42.00 Canada and $44.00 for all other countries. 

 Foreign payments must be made in U.S. dollars and  checks 

payable at  U.S. banks. 
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On The Cover 

Members:   

Please Note ! ! ! 
The July meeting will be held 

on the the 17th, the 3rd 

Wednesday of the month. 
 

This change is for the month 

of July only! 
 

 

The pacemaker of most Model T 

engines, in conjunction with the 

coils and  the flywheel magneto, 

is the timer.  It keeps the heart-

beat of the ignition sparks ap-

pearing when and where they 

should. 
 

Many variations of the basic 

timer appeared on the market. 
 

See page 4 for a few. 
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2013 Calendar of Coming Events 
July 6                         Cypress Historical Society  

2013                          5th Annual Old Fashion Picnic 

Contact: Rodney Sprenger 

713-806-9174  or rodneyttu@aol.com  

If you wish to participate with your Model T 

 

July  17                        Space City T’s Meeting 
2013                             Note the date, 3rd Wednesday  

 

September 8              North Houston Swap Meet 

2013               Will Clayton Parkway—Humble - One Day Only 

337-249-7667 

 

October 2-6                       Texas T Party 

2013                                     Lufkin, Texas 

Contact: Dave Lucas 

281-388-0761 

daverlucas@yahoo.com 

 
November 1-3                      Conroe Fall Swap Meet 

2013                  Montgomery County Fairgrounds 

              337-249-7667 or www.hotrodsoftexas.com 

 

October 2-6                       Texas T Party 

2013                                     Lufkin, Texas 

 

Contact: Dave Lucas 

281-388-0761 

daverlucas@yahoo.com 

Rosters Are Ready 
 

The 2013 Membership Rosters will be distributed at the July 

17 meeting.  Those who do not receive their copies at the 

meeting will receive theirs via United States Postal Service 
 

Do to technical complications, member photos of themselves 

and their cars will not be included in this issue.  We hope to 

resurrect the practice in 2014. 

Remember!   

This month’s meeting is on the third Wednesday, 

July 17th  

For more information please contact:  

Rodney Sprenger 

713-806-9174 or RODNEYTTU@aol.com 

Model T World Tour 

Dirk and Trudy Regter continue their adventure as they travel 

westward from Texas into California by way of Las Vegas.  En 

route, they visited with Jay Leno in his famous garage and at-

tended the Tonight Show, thanks to arrangements made by 

Space City T’s member, Bill Sherrill. 

 

At the time of this writing, they are 

on their way back to Las Vegas to 

rendezvous with their relief support 

crew.  Follow them on their blog at 

http://www.tfordworldtour.org 

Click on the news tab. 

mailto:rodneyttu@aol.com
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After Market Timers By Stan Hoekstra 

 

Over 15 million Flivvers rolled out of the Ford factories.  Henry 

Ford may have considered the Model T perfect, but entrepreneurs 

thought otherwise.  Witness the multitude of accessories, im-

provements and add-ons available in the era.  This was especially 

true on the easiest to access components.  Very few internal after-

market parts were available for the engine and the transmission in 

particular.   

 

However; suspension parts, brakes, bodies and ignition compo-

nents, among others, were fair game for the shade tree inventor.  

This article shows a number of replacement timers, or as Ford 

called them, commutators.  And this is just the tip of the iceberg. 

Many more were offered.  This is pure conjecture, but it may be 

that there was more experimentation and marketing of Ford tim-

ers than any other Model T component. 

 

Most were variations on a theme, that of the pickup of current on 

the contacts.  Some employed brushes; others, rollers and  flap-

pers 

 

Today, the beat goes on with iterations still appearing on the mar-

ket. 
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Even  

The Accessories  

Had  

Accessories 



The FLIVVER FLASH 
  

  

We thank the 

good folks who 

advertise here in 

support of the 

Flivver Flash. 
  

Please show 

your apprecia-

tion by  

patronizing 

these businesses. 

Direct: ( 713 )  802-6638 

Fax: ( 713 )  869-0185 

Cell: ( 832 )  443-9833  

Cell: ( 832 )  419-9833  

For Sale:  1922 Coupe  
Suicide doors, mechanically sound, runs good, good top and 

upholstery.  Asking $9,500.   

Contact Jerry Hathcoat—Brashear, Tx.  903-582-2241   

Wanted:’27 Model T Front Bumper & Brackets 
Contact:  Gaylord Willet — Montgomery, Texas 

936-448-1550 

For Sale:  Rebuilt Model T Ford Components 
Rebuilt Model T Transmission 

Rebuilt Model T Starter 

Rebuilt Model T Generator 

Call Bill McRee at 281-427-0792 for details 

For Sale: 1927 TT Truck  New carb, mag, coil, points 

and gas tank.  New wood in bed and frames, new cedar cutand 

planed from my farm.  Asling $12,000.00, negotiable.   

George hart, 12782 Hwy 259N, Omaha, Texas 75571 

Ph: 903-452-2900 

For Sale: Texaco Gravity Flow Gas Pump 
It is in beautiful condition 

We are asking for $3,200.00 

It is stored inside 

Judy Latham 

512-629-6500 

Classified Ads 

Texas 
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                                    Next Meeting 

July 17, 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dine with Friends at 

Demeris BBQ at 6:00 P.M. 

located at 1702 West Loop North, 

Suite A, Houston, TX 77008 
 

Then attend the 

Space City T’s Meeting at 7:30 P.M. 
 

Place: 

Lazy Brook Baptist Church 

    1822 West 18th Street in the Heights 
        

                        

                                     

Program: 
 

Henry Ford "The World He Created, He Longed to Escape" 
 

An Opinionated Folk Hero  

The End of the Model T  

River Rouge & Greenfield Village 

 

 

Directions to Demeris BBQ 

From the east or west on I-10 or the south side of downtown, take the I-610 
West Loop North and get off at the 18th Street Exit. Demeris BBQ will right 

after Houston Garden Nursery. 
 

From the west on Highway 290, exit at Mangum and turn right to 18th Street. 

At 18th, turn left, cross under West Loop and turn into the Whataburger parking 
lot on the right. Proceed to Demeris after WhataBurger. 
 

From the north on I-45, take the 610 North Loop West around to the I-610 West 

Loop South to the Hempstead Highway exit. Make a U-turn under I-610 and 

proceed north on the frontage road to just before 18th Street, Demeris will be on 
your right after Houston Garden Center. 


