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The Flivver Flash is published by the Space City T’s chapter of The 

Model T Ford Club of America in Houston, Texas twelve times per 

year.  This newsletter is produced for the education, edification and 
enjoyment of members and those expressing interest in joining the 

Space City T’s  Said education, edification and enjoyment is as it 

pertains to the Model T Ford automobile.  The Flash is also shared 
with other antique auto clubs.  Other clubs may feel free to use articles 

from this publication with credit to this newsletter or the original 

source.  News, articles, ads or anything of interest to club for 
publication must be submitted to the editor by the deadline of the 20th 

of month preceding the month of publication.  Printing takes place the 

last week of the month. 
  

Space City Club Officers and Board Members 
President   Rick McCracken      (281) 726-5695 

Vice President  Broderick Thompson   (713) 269-3820 

Secretary   Stan Hoekstra     (281) 858-5577 

Treasurer   Dave Lucas      (281) 388-0761  

Board Member David Carter       (281) 931-8268 

Board Member Denny Irvine      (936) 856-2929 

Board Member Ted Adcock                   (281) 586-8180 
   

The FLIVVER FLASH 
Editor: Stan Hoekstra 

19427 Bear Springs Drive 

Katy, Texas 77449 
(281) 858-5577 

email:  stanhoekstra@att.net 

http://spacecityts.org/ 
Webmeister: Doug Brough 

 

  

The Space City T’s Club is the Houston, Texas Chapter of The 

Model T Ford Club of America.  All questions concerning mem-
bership in the Model T Ford Club of America, The Vintage Ford 

magazine, MTFCA Library, Chapter Insurance, purchase of 

manuals, back issues or store items can be 
directed to the following address: 

Model T Ford Club of America 

119 West Main Street, PO Box 126 
Centerville, Indiana 47330 

Phone: 765.855.5248    

Fax: 765.855.3428    
E-mail: jay@mtfca.com 

Annual dues (includes six issues of  The Vintage Ford) 

U.S.  $35.00 
Foreign $42.00 Canada and $44.00 for all other countries. 

 Foreign payments must be made in U.S. dollars and  checks 

payable at  U.S. banks. 
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On The Cover 

The Ruckstell ad says it 

for us;  We Wish YOU a 

Prosperous New Year 

Donna Elaine Marino  

1948 - 2012 
 

Donna Elaine Marino 

(McLaughlin), passed away on 

Friday, December 14, 2012, in 

League City, TX, at the age of 64 

in her beloved home.  

 

She was born on March 18, 1948, 

in Rutland, Vermont, and was the 

oldest of 9 children. Donna, a 

Registered Nurse, began her ca-

reer in the Labor & Delivery unit 

spanning over 30 years. She rose 

through the ranks of administra-

tion and became the Director of 

Women’s Services, where she was 

a strong advocate for nurses in her 

field. She obtained her Bachelor’s 

Degree in Nursing from Angelo State University in Texas and was 

a few classes away from earning her Master’s Degree in Nursing.  

 

In addition to her career in management, Donna enjoyed her shop-

ping trips to Marshalls, drinking her Starbuck’s lattes, traveling the 

world and dining out whenever she got the chance. She was known 

for her spunk, her wit, her generous nature and her fighting spirit in 

life.  

 

Her true passion in life was the love for her family. Donna and her 

husband of 39 years, Anthony, enjoyed participating in local an-

tique car clubs showcasing their antiques. She has 2 beautiful 

daughters, Jennifer Marino Christensen and Jaclyn Marino and two 

sons in laws, Troy Christensen and Giustino Cellini. Donna is sur-

vived by 4 wonderful grandchildren: Julia, Colin, Lauren and Kevin 

Christensen, whom she adored.  

 

Surviving siblings include: Karen Kinder, Ernest McLaughlin Jr., 

Robert McLaughlin, Margaret Skidmore, Ann Klavin, Thomas 

McLaughlin and Jacqueline Vick. She is preceded in death by her 

parents, Ernest and Palma McLaughlin, her brother Richard 

McLaughlin and her beloved grandmother Emma (Nanny) Com-

batti.  

Henry Says 

"I will build a car for the great multitude. It will be large enough for 

the family, but small enough for the individual to run and care for. It 

will be constructed of the best materials, by the best men to be hired, 

after the simplest designs that modern engineering can devise. But it 

will be low in price that no man making a good salary will be unable 

to own one-and enjoy with his family the blessing of hours of pleasure 

in God's great open spaces."                           -Henry Ford 



2013   Calendar of Coming Events 
                                 

January 5   Children’s Museum of Houston Car Show 

2013          Contact Will Rice at wrice@cmhouston.org 

or call 713-535-7286 to reserve your spot 

www.cmhouston.org/pedal-car 

January 9                Space City T’s Meeting 

2013 

 

Feb.25—Mar.17           

2013 

 

Reliant Center- 8334 Fannin Street - Houston, Texas 77054 

March 22-24    MTFCA 48th Annual Business Meeting  

2013                                Dallas, Texas 

                       Hosted by the DFW Chapter MTFCA  

(aka Lone Star T's) 

http://lone-star-ts.com/2013-Annual-Meeting/ 

 

April 25-28                  Pate Swap Meet 

2012        Texas Motor Speedway Fort Worth Texas USA 

Intersection of Interstate 35 West and State Highway 114 

Vendor Registration : 713-649-0922 
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Dues Are Due 
 

The deadline for dues payment is January 15.  At that time the 

roster will be compiled according to those paid up.  Miss the 

deadline and your information will not appear in the club roster. 
 

The MTFCA requires timely annual submission of an up to date  

roster  for insurance purposes. 
 

Repeat: Deadline for dues payment is January 15 
 

Dues are still $25.00 per year 
 

Do not send dues to the editor 

  

Send all dues to our treasurer for 2013,  

Dave Lucas 

2115 County Road 160 

Alvin, Texas 77511 
  

NOTE:  

Dues are not tax deductible.   

To do so will jeopardize our club’s  501c non-profit status 

This month we are trying something different.   

 

Instead of dining at Jax prior to the meeting, we are going to 

congregate at Demeris BBQ  located at 1702 West Loop North, 

Suite A Houston, TX 77008 

 

See the back page for map 

 

See You There !  

 

New Pre-Meeting Dining Location !  

https://maps.google.com/maps?q=8334+Fannin+Street+Houston,+Texas+77054&hl=en&hnear=8334+Fannin+St,+Houston,+Texas+77054&gl=us&t=m&z=16
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The Second Annual Marines Toys For Tots   
On December 15, Marines Toys for Tots was hosted by the Westside Mustangs and Tommie Vaughn Ford.  The turnout produced 

a record breaking 58 cars registered.   The toy drive exceeded that of last year’s record breaking collection for the Gulf Coast.  

Members of the Space City T’s showing cars were Ted Adcock, Clint Allred, Dean and Betty Dockery and Bill Sherrill.  The cars 

shown were mostly high powered Mustangs and other high performance products.  Also showing were Packards from the Packard 

Club.  Thanks to the club members for showing the public what original Fords look like. 

Photo Credits:  Mary Hatton 

 Ted Adcock’s  

1912 Touring 

Dean &Betty Dockery’s 

1927 Roadster 

Clint Allred’s  

1923 Touring 
The Packard Club Presentation 

Santa Was There Too. With Bikes 

Bill Sherrill’s 

1967 Fairlane 
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The 2012 Space City T’s  

Christmas Dinner 
 

We counted 46 attendees at the annual affair.  This year 

it was held at Christie’s Seafood and Steak.   
 

After the preliminary social mingling, Dave Lucas gave 

the blessing and we sat down to our entrees of chicken, 

tilapia or shrimp followed by coffee and dessert. 
 

President Dave Carter presented the new and some not-

so-new club officers for 2013, Rick McCracken, Presi-

dent; Broderick Thompson , Vice President; Stan Hoek-

stra, Secretary and Dave Lucas, Treasurer.  Dave then 

presented the gavel to incoming President Rick.   
 

The grand finale of the evening was the gift exchange.  

Of course there was much cajoling, jockeying for posi-

tion and acquisition.  At the right are shown Mandy 

McDonald and Dave Carter tackling the gift wrapping. 

 

In the present state of high prices of horses 

and mule, many lumberyards and sawmills 

are turning to the small gasoline tractor. 

 

Owing to the special tasks to be performed, 

not every small gasoline tractor will give 

good results/  Some do not secure sufficient 

traction in rainy weather; others do not have 

sufficient pulling power; and still others can-

not turn in a small enough radius  to permit 

of quick work in the narrow lanes between 

the lumber piles. 

 

The tractor shown in the accompanying il-

lustrations is the invention of two lumber-

men, S. K. Prescott and H. A. Thurlow, of 

Seattle.  They claim that the tractor will do 

the work of from three to seven horses and 

mules, at a cost of less 

than that for one horse 

or mule. 

 

The machine can per-

form many kinds of 

work.  It can pull two-

wheeled lumber bug-

gies, three-wheeled 

lumber buggies or four-

wheeled wagons; move 

small timbers with a 

grab-hook; push luim-

ber buggies and other 

loads; pull heavy tim-

While the tractor is not in any sense a rebuilt 

automobile, it is fitted with a Ford engine 

which is so geared through a sprocket and 

chain drove that it delivers between fifty and 

sixty horsepower to the rear wheels.  This 

power is delivered eleven inches off the 

ground, giving the machine and exception-

ally strong drawbar pull.  The Ford motor 

has been found particularly well adapted for 

lumber-yard hauling because of the foot gear

-shifting mechanism, which enables the 

driver to get under way with a load very 

quickly. 

 

A truck type radiator with double the cooling 

capacity of the Ford passenger-car type is 

fitted to prevent the engine from overheating 

under steady pulls.  A guard in front of the radiator permits loads to be pushed as well 

as pulled.  At the rear of the tractor is fitted a 

special swivel-bar with a wire rope and 

winch to support and regulate the front end 

of the load when carried on a two-wheeled 

dolly. 

 

With its small but powerful engine the trac-

tor is adaptable to a great variety of work 

easily serving other than lumber manufactur-

ers. 

 

- From Popular Science, October 1920 

The machine performs many kinds of work in the lumberyard; 

it is not a rebuilt automobile, and does seven horses work. 

Equipped with a Ford motor, this baby 

tractor is so geared that it delivers sixty 

horsepower to the rear wheels. 

It never ceases to amaze, the number of 

ways the Model T has been used. 

The Tractor in the Lumberyard 

Photo By Denny Irvine 



Classified Ads 

FOR SALE: Lightweight, all-steel, low profile, tilt-type car 

hauler trailer, custom built to transport a Model T. You drive up 

the gently sloping trailer itself to load the car, no steep ramps to 

mess with. Car rides only 12 inches higher on trailer than it does 

on the ground. New Load Range D tires. Tows great, easy to back 

up.   Asking $2,200.  Call 

for more information:  

832-692-2288 Jim Cannon 

Ouch! 
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This is a must read for all Texans, used-to-be Texans, 

adopted Texans or wanna-be Texans:  
 

Just Texas 
Pep , Texas 79353  

Smiley , Texas 78159  

Paradise , Texas 76073  

Rainbow , Texas 76077  

Sweet Home , Texas 77987  

Comfort , Texas 78013  

Friendship, Texas 76530  
 

Love the sun?  
Sun City, Texas 78628  

Sunrise, Texas 76661  

Sunset, Texas 76270  

Sundown, Texas 79372  

Sunray, Texas 79086  

Sunny Side,  Texas 77423  
 

Want something to eat? 
Bacon , Texas 76301  

Noodle , Texas 79536  

Oatmeal , Texas 78605  

Now offering complete restoration services including: 

Babbiting Ignition Systems Upholstery 

Short Blocks Engine Rebuilding Body Work 

Radiators Transmissions  Painting 

Accessories Ford and Warford Woodwork 

Tires  Tuneups              Vintage Ads

  

Texas A&T Parts 
8427 Turkey Creek Road 

College Station, TX 77845 

1-800-337-6977 
Phone: 979-260-5433 

Fax: 979-260-1214 

The largest selection of  

Parts & Accessories for 
Model T and Model A Fords in the State of Texas 

Ben Hardeman 
 

Ross Lilleker 

Texoma T’s 
Model T Repair Shop • Sherman, Texas 

Chris Dailledouze – chris@texomats.com 

Restoration • Engine Repairs • General Machining 
Electrical Services • Babbitt • All Repairs 

Please visit our web site at:  www.texomats.com 
Over 40 Years Experience Working on Model T’s 

903-819-1452 

  

  

We thank the 

good folks who 

advertise here in 

support of the 

Flivver Flash. 
  

Please show 

your apprecia-

tion by  

patronizing 

these businesses. 

Direct: ( 713 )  802-6638 

Fax: ( 713 )  869-0185 

Cell: ( 832 )  443-9833  

Cell: ( 832 )  419-9833  

Model T Incubator 
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                Next Meeting 
January 9, 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dine with Friends at   

Demeris BBQ  at 6:00 P.M. 

located at 1702 West Loop North,  

Suite A, Houston, TX 77008 

  

Then attend the  

Space City T’s Meeting at 7:30 P.M. 
 

Place: 

Lazy Brook Baptist Church 

1822 West 18th Street in the Heights 
 

 

 

 Program: 

To Be Announced 

 

 

 

 

 

Located at 610 West Loop North and 18th Street   

One mile west of Lazybrook Baptist Church 

Location of Demeris BBQ 




